to  be that  the book  is   a  kind  of theological treatise and work of edification.    The bishop of Hippo takes the rhetorician as an ' awful example' of nature without God.    To point his dogmatic antithesis of nature and  grace,  philosophy and Christianity, nothing could be more forceful than his own career, painted as darkly as conscience would permit.    There was this subtle consolation for the writer that, if unregenerate nature is so impotent, its responsibility cannot be great in the absence of grace.    Hence the  theologian could dissect his dead self with calmness,  and  cheerfully send the work to his friends.   But the fallacy of it all for us, reducing its value as a human document, is that Augustine examines his earlier life from a false point of view.    We know how remote his  earlier conduct was  from the lofty ideal of his later years ; but the real moral drama lies in its relation to his pre-Christian conscience. Thus the very altitude of the later ideal spoils the psychological  interest  of  the   Confessions.     The penitent is face to face with  God   throughout,e circulated about him in Africa, so that the Primate of Numidia had at first refused to ordain him.
